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Principal’s 
Report Presented to 

DOBANA 9th Biennial 
Convention 2018

Introduction
The DOBANA Biennial
Convention is here again and
this is the 9th in its series.
When we think upon your
many contributions and
support to our dear alma
mater, we are left amazed and
speechless. What love, what
zeal, what a dedication! We
have never cried to DOBANA
and left without a response.
Our dear alma mater oozes
with the DOBANA presence.
And DOBANA has become a
watch word on the lips of both
staff and students.

Your recent donation of audio-
visual aids (55’’ smart TV, and
HD day light projector) has
helped immensely in the
teaching of information and
communication technology
(ICT). The subject is no longer
abstract, as the students are
able to experience first-hand
and in practical terms what the
subject is all about. We hope
that by the year 2025, God
willing, all classrooms in our
school will be fully equipped
with audio-visual aids, this
will make teaching and
learning more interesting.

News from the School
Our school has continued to
set the pace in both external
and local competitions. In
recent times, we took the first
position in both junior and
senior science quiz
competition organized by the
Onitsha Zone of the Post
Primary School Service
Commission (PPSSC). Our
students Nnabuihe Paul and

Soyabuchi Ubajekwe (a
beneficiary of the DOBANA
scholarship) also took the 1st
and 2nd positions respectively
in the zonal Chemistry Society
Science competition and
represented Onitsha Zone in
the state finals and took the
second position. Nnabuihe
Paul will be representing
Anambra State in the National
Science Teachers Association
final science quiz competition
coming up in Katsina State on
14th – 21st August, 2018. The
school Senior Prefect, Master
Chibuike Ezeh represented the
school in the Eastern Region
Spelling Bee competition for
secondary schools. He with
students from 7 other
secondary schools will
represent the Eastern Region
of Nigeria in the National
finals Spelling Bee
competition.

Other laurels won by the
student this session include;
1st Position in junior category
of the Diocesan Science quiz
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competition. The school was
represented by Master
Armstrong Ikedi in JSS2
(DOBANA scholarship
recipient). The following
students Master Nnabuihe
Paul and Master Soyabuchi
Ubajekwe also took the 1st and
2nd positions respectively in
the senior category of the
Diocesan Science quiz
competition. The school
debate team also came 1st in
the Diocesan debate
competition. The March Past
squad also won the laurel for
the 1st place in both the
Diocesan Inter – schools march
past competition and Onitsha
North Local Government Area
Children’s day celebration.

The Diocese and the School
The Diocese on the Niger
understands the pride of place
the Dennis Memorial
Grammar School holds in the
society. The Bishop on the
Niger, The Right Rev Owen
Chiedozie Nwokolo (PhD) has
continued to lend maximum
support to the school. Recently
in reorganizing schools’
management boards all over
the diocese, he gave our dear
alma mater, the best of the
bests. The school management
board has as its chairman, the
Venerable Obiora Uzochukwu
who incidentally was the
former Diocese on the Niger
Education  Secretary and the
incumbent Sub-Dean of the All

Saints’
Cathedral Onitsha. 
is well learned and 
vast in  educational
management. In few months’
time, we hope to see some
positive visible infrastructural
and academic changes in the
school.

DEF
We are grateful to DOBANA
for the leading role its
members are playing in the
D.M.G.S Endowment Fund
(DEF). When the goal is
achieved, maintenance of
infrastructure and other needs
of the school will no longer be
a herculean task. We
encourage all those who have
made pledges to redeem their
pledges and those who are yet
to get involved to please see it
as something that worth
doing. We encourage the
trustees of the DEF project not
to relent in their efforts
towards achieving this
laudable feat.

Needs
Dengramites in their various
classes and collectively have
continued to make donations
to the school. Our dear alma
mater has myriad of needs.
Under-listed are our
immediate needs:

1. A 32 Seat Coaster Bus for
commuting students in large
number to excursion sites.

2. 100 Sets of 
Computers for 
the ICT laboratory.
3. Industrial Cooking
equipment for the Kitchen.
4. Industrial water heater for
the school.

Conclusion
As we reflect on the theme:
Building Bridges to the Future,
we must see ourselves as the
architects, engineers and
ultimately as the bridges
connecting the present realities
with the unknown future. The
set plan must be carefully
considered, the methods x-
rayed with present realities
and the structure solidly built
with durable materials that
will be able to carry the load
that may be placed on it time
and again. We do hope that
your gathering will achieve
this.

May God bless your
deliberations and do have a
wonderful convention.

Lux Fiat!

Anieto Chigozie (Rev Canon)
Principal
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Goodwill Message
from President 

General  DOBA Worldwide

My dear fellow Dengramites

On behalf of the General
Executive Council
(GEC) amd the entire

membership of Dennis
Memorial Grammar School
Onitsha Old Boys Association
Worldwide, I send you hearty
greetings on the occasion of
the 9th Biennial Convention of
DMGS Old Boys Association
of North America (DOBANA)
in Newark, New Jersey.

This convention offers yet
another opportunity for a
grand reunion of school
mates, friends and families

who have a common heritage
in our beloved Alma Mater,
the famous DMGS Onitsha.

May i congratulate DOBANA
President Dr. Kingsley
Oraedu and all the
hardworking members of the
Convention Planning
Committee for their
dedication and commitment
to the success of this
Convention. I also appreciate
all Dengramites whio are in
attendance together with
friends and families to add
value and glamour to the
occasion.

I am exited at the theme of this
convention which is "Building
Bridges to the Future".

The thoughts and plans of
how to transit from where you
are now to where you want to
be has been for ages one of the
challenges of progressive
minds everywhere.

As we savour our

reminiscences and the joys of
the reuninon, we must focus
on the prospectrs and future
of our Alma Mater.

The DMGS Endowment Fund
(DEF) which was pioneered
and powered by DOBANA
remains our veritable
investment to guarantee
excellence in our Alma Mater
and sustian our pride of place
as tghe reference point in
Secondary School Education
in our home country Nigeria.

It gives me great pleasure to
encourage all true
Dengramites to contribute to
then DGMS Endowment Fund
Project.

I wish you all fruitful
deliberations and joyous fun
filled celebrations.
Lux Fiat!

Dr. Sir. Eric Anazodo
President General 
DOBA Worldwide
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President’s 
Address

Fellow Dengramites,

It gives me great pleasure to
welcome you all to our
2018 Convention in New

Jersey. Many thanks to the
TriState Chapter for hosting
us this year. I want to thank
everyone who has made the
effort to travel from different
parts of the world to grace this
occasion. We are pleased that
the Proprietor of DMGS
Bishop Owen Nwokolo has
made out time from his busy
schedule to be with us.

DMGS Old Boys Association
of North America is one of the
strongest associations of our
Old Boys worldwide. We have
been very active in supporting
our Alma Mater both
financially and morally. We
have set up a robust
Scholarship and Prizegiving
Fund from very generous Old
Boys. This fund has for many
years benefited our best and
brightest students and staff.
We have been actively
involved in infrastructure
development at our Alma
Mater. I was at the school
earlier this year to present
audiovisual equipments to the
Principal.The DMGS
Endowment Fund was also
initiated by our members and
we have been contributing
generously to the fund.

The challenges in our school
are enormous. We know that
Government is unable to
provide most of the school’s
needs. We must therefore
redouble our efforts and
commitment to our Alma

Mater. Our school is the
premier secondary school in
the East and we must
maintain our high standards.

As we gather in New Jersey to
celebrate and rededicate
ourselves to our Alma Mater
let us pray for the souls of our
recently departed Old Boys.
May God grant them eternal
rest.

As we all prepare to return to
our various stations may God
guide and protect us on our
journeys. May we all continue
to show the light in our
various professional
engagements. God bless you
all. 

Lux Fiat.

Kingsley Oraedu, MD.
FACOG. MRCOG.
President DOBANA.
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Rev. E. D. C. 
Clark - Champion 

of DMGS
By Clement C. Onyemelukwe, DMGS Old Boy, 

June 19, 2018

It can be said that Rev. E.
D. C. Clark was the
principal who made

DMGS what it is today.
When I got into DMGS in
1946, it was already known
under Rev. Clark as the
school that consistently
scored 100% in Cambridge
School Leaving exams. At
my time, students were from
all parts of Eastern Nigeria,
not just Igbos. Two of the
senior prefects in my time
were not Igbo. DMGS was
also known as the best in
football for secondary
schools in the East, rivalled
only by C. K. C. Onitsha, at
the time the Roman Catholic
rival to DMGS.

E. D. C. Clark was a tall
imposing figure, always
wearing a white shirt and
short brown knicker except
Sundays. He was a
disciplinarian. As students
we learnt discipline from
hearing the punishment of
wrongdoers. We always
knew who the offender was;
E. D. C. Clark would lock his
office and cane the miscreant.

The present high influence of
DMGS is based primarily on
its influence in the Anglican
religion in the then Eastern
Nigeria. Rev. Clark laid the
foundation for transferring
the Anglican missionary

control in Eastern Nigeria to
the native Igbos. Before and
during Rev. Clark’s time all
Bishops had been English
missionaries. Patterson was
Bishop of most of eastern
Nigeria when Rev. Clark was
at DMGS. It was Clark as
principal of DMGS who
brought an old retiring
Headmaster of the CMS
Central School of Onitsha,
Mr. Uzodike, a non-DMGS
Old Boy, to DMGS as a
“teacher.” Uzodike was then
sent to UK. When he
returned he was made
Assistant Bishop on the
Niger. 

Rev. Clark got DMGS
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students spiritually involved
in social work and gradually
trained them to become
priests, bishops and
archbishops. 

• Bishop Nwankiti, later
Archbishop Nwankiti for
Owerri Diocese 
• Bishop Otubelu in the
newly created Enugu
Diocese
• Bishop Jonathan
Onyemelukwe (my cousin)
who replaced Bishop
Uzodike as the Bishop on the
Niger and was     later
Archbishop covering the
Anglican Dioceses in Rivers
and Cross-River
• Bishop Anikwenwa (a
DMGS priest in St. Andrew’s
Church Onitsha under
Bishop Jonathan) elevated
later into a new Diocese of
Awka created out of Niger to
become later Archbishop
Anikwenwa
• Bishop Nwosu who was
junior to me in Howells
House was brought up by
the Rev. Clark as Bishop of
the new Diocese of Asaba.

So, there was a time when
due to Rev. Clark as the

principal of DMGS the whole
Anglican system in Eastern
Nigeria was controlled by
DMGS bishops and
archbishops. 

They elevated DMGS to
more than just a 
secondary school. That is the
reason why after the civil
war, the Administrator of the
Eastern States, Ukpabi Asika,
quickly surrendered DMGS
back to the Anglicans despite
his claimed take-over of
secondary schools in the
rebellious East. 

The present Bishop on the
Niger (non-DMGS) was the
first non-DMGS bishop
following the rule of DMGS
Bishops in Eastern Nigeria.
Rev. Ross was off and on the
only other white missionary
in our time under Rev. Clark.
Contrary to a common
assumption, he was not
called Assistant Principal.

After I and my classmates left
DMGS in 1950, we were
shocked to learn that Rev.
Clark was transferred from
DMGS to a teacher training
college in Asaba and Rev. 

Ross made 
the DMGS principal. 
It was then that missionaries
decided to Nigerianize the
position of DMGS principal.
S. J. Cookey was brought in, a
non-Igbo, who did a fantastic
job in raising DMGS. Mr.
Ogoazi  came further down
the line. 
He left a legacy but nothing
to rival the place of E. D. C.
Clark in the history of
DMGS. Neither Cookey nor
Ogoazi were DMGS Old
Boys.

The present Bishop on the
Niger must have felt it a
privilege to be the first to
take over from a DMGS
entrenched bishopric system.
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Dr Kenneth 
Oguejiofor & Family

We come as Eagles

As fire tempers steel, my
years at DMGS [1967-
1973] were a solid

foundation for restoring the
dignity of man. 
Looking back to January 1967
when accompanied by my
father, I arrived at this school
that he held in the highest
esteem. I recall the popular
Christian Hymn ‘Amazing
Grace’ by the English poet and
Anglican clergyman John
Newton [1725-1807].

I therefore humbly pay my
respects to the founding
fathers of this great school, my
fellow Dengramites both in
the physical and spiritual
worlds, and the staff both past
and present.

Fellow Dengramites, the
situation at our Alma mater
reminds me of a statement in
a speech delivered on August
28, 1963 by Martin Luther
King Jr. that “We are

confronted with the fierce
urgency of now.”
The next two quotes are also
from Martin Luther King Jr. –

1. “There is an invisible book
of life that faithfully records
our vigilance or our neglect.”
2. “History will have to record
that the greatest tragedy of
this period of social transition
was not the strident clamor of
the bad people but appalling
silence of the good people.”

Ronald Reagan [1911-2004]
the 40th president of the
United States in 1981 said, “I
know it’s a hell of a challenge,
but ask yourselves if not us,
who? If not now, when?”

Rumi [1207-1273] The Sufi
poet: The Angel is free
because of his knowledge, the
beast because of his ignorance.
Between the two remains the
son of man to struggle.

Dengramites, A Luta
Continua! [Portuguese for The

Struggle Continues].

Fellow Dengramites, there is
no room for procrastination,
make it happen. Stand up and
be counted.
I will leave you with the
words of Edward “Ted”
Kennedy [US senator 1932-
2009] – For all those whose
cares have been our concern,
the work goes on, the cause
endures, the hope still lives
and the dream shall never die.

A stanza in the poem “A
Psalm of Life” by Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow [1807-
1882] is as follows:
Lives of great men all remind
us                                                            
We can make our lives
sublime,
And, departing, leave behind
us
Footprints on the sands of
time;

LUX FIAT  
Kenneth C. Oguejiofor, MD
[Tugwell House 1967-1973]
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Congratulatory 
Message to DOBANA 

from DMGS Class of 1977

It is with immense
pleasure that we
congratulate DMGS

OBANA (DOBANA) for the
successful hosting of the  9th
Biennial Convention
holding at the Newark
Liberty International
Airport Marriott Hotel,
Newark, New Jersey from
August 3-5,2018.

It is of note (as enshrined in
our DOBA C77 Bye-Laws)
that ALL members of C77
must belong to different
branches of DOBA
Worldwide where such
members are domiciled; as
financially up-to-date
members therein, hence,
DOBANA records a

handful of our class mates. 

We therefore, wish
DOBANA a very historic
and rewarding Conference;
where matters of interest on
continued development of
our great Alma Mater and
the students will take
prominence.

We appreciate the dedicated
efforts of the President, Dr
Kinsley Oraedu (Nnabuenyi
n'Oba), his Executive and
the Convention Planning
Committee ably led by
Ndubisi Oguejiofor
(Akajiugo n'Ozubulu) for a
job well done!

May God protect and guide

all the prospective
participants back to their
respective homes, in Jesus
name, Amen!!
Lux Fiat!!!

Sunny Nwachukwu (LS,
FICCON)
Chairman, DOBA C77

Sir Tim C. Ezeife
Secretary, DOBA C77
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